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I am writing to you in support ofpetition 98P-O1511%Pl which would prohibit the slaughter of 
downed animals for human food. As a consumer eonmrned about the risks to human health inherent in 
processing meat from dawned a&m&, and as a compassion&e person who fels a responsibi&y to 
ensu~q that farm animals are treated in the most humane way possible, 1 urge you most strenuously to 
grant the gbtitc 

..-- .-.- 

USDAi fs Agrid&al Marke$img Service @MS) recognized the health risks inherent in meat from 
downed animals and announced a new poficy regarding the purchase of meat from downed animals in 
June 2000. is.. .AMS can do more to raise the quality of products purchased and consumer confidence 
in the meat products provided to children in the National Schooi Lunch Program and recipients in 
other Federal food and nutrition programs. Beginning with School Year (SY) 2000-2001 purchases, 
AMS will require Contractors and their suppliers to meet the following requirements: . . .have an 
operating policy that does not allow processing of nonambulatory cattle commonly known as i 
$duwnersi*’ into meat products. i” (Emphasis added). This policy a%cts over IOU million pounds of ,,. _.. 
ground beef products that annuaBy are purchased for Federal programs. This same risky meat will 
continue to enter the market and end up on the American consumerifs table until Congress acts to 
protect both animals and consumers. 

T’IE FDA HAS A RESPONSD@.lJTY TO ACT IN THE BEST INTEREST OF m AMERTCAN 
PulsLIC AND ?KlT T/U@ WOR RISKS WITH OUR HEALTH. 

FACTS 

,,@ Downed animals cannot be moved humanely. They are pushed with tractors or dragged with 
chains. g8f’-l)lfi 1 c4753 
,,a Downed anhmals can CT& my diseases $hat in.&zt humans and other animds who consume them. Some 
downers may be afflicted with a form of BSE (Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathyl i $Mad Cow 
D~sss~~~*). This disease Ezs been 5nkeed to Creut&&&Jakob Disease, which is &al in humans. 

,,(t Downers, due to their debilitated condition, increase the risk that E. Coli and other bacteriai 
infections will enter the food supply. 
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